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scourges of their country, in reality the instruments
of her apotheosis. These zealots, whom Josephus
regards as robbers and murderers, were politicians
of the lowest class, incapable soldiers; but they
heroically lost a country which it was impossible to
save. They lost a material city; they opened the
reign of the spiritual Jerusalem, more glorious in her
desolation than in the days of Herod and of Solomon.
What, indeed, did the conservatives, the Sadducees,
desire ? A paltry thing: the perpetuation of a city
of priests, such as Ernesa, Tyana, Oomana. Of a
truth, they were not wrong when they declared that
the uprising of enthusiasm was the ruin of the nation.
Revolution and Messianism destroyed the national
existence of the Jewish people; but Revolution and
Messianism were not the less that people's calling,
the contribution which it made to the universal work

of civilization.

II.

The victory of Rome was complete. A captain
of our race, of our blood, a man like ourselves,1 at

1 The riavii had their origin in Cisalpine Gaul. The portraits
of Titus and Vespasian show us two ordinary faces, of the kind
which we are most accustomed to see.